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Death of a care leaver1 18-24 Serious Incident Notification (SIN) 
pathway 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NB  

 As per guidance issued by the DFE, the information requested for the death of a care leaver is less 
than for a child serious incident notification. The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel will 
receive the notification but will not review as their remit is children’s serious incidents up to and 
including children age 17. The notification of the death of a care leaver will not itself necessitate a 
rapid review or local child safeguarding practice review. Ofsted will also be notified of the death of a 
care leaver through the notification system. 

 In the case of the death of a child in care or care leaver who is under the age of 18, the usual 
LCSPR referral process to be followed (including automatic SIN notification by the local authority 
even if does not meet Rapid Review criteria). 

                                                
1 A care leaver is anyone aged up to their 25th birthday who also meets both of the following criteria:  
• is no longer looked-after  

• has been looked after for at least 13 weeks which began after they reached the age of 14 and ended 
after they reached the age of 16. 

Any agency (other than CSC) is aware of the 
death of a young person who is between the 

ages of 18 and 24 (up to an including 24 years 
old) who is known, or suspected to be, a care 

leaver. 

Children Social Care (CSC) 
become aware of the death of a 
care leaver1 who is between the 

ages of 18 – 24 (up to and 
including 24) 

CSC complete SIN notification, 
selecting the category “Care Leaver 
18 years old up to 25th birthday.” 
CSC then notifies the HSCP via the 
Partnership Team that the SIN has 
been submitted 
(admin.sbu@herefordshire.gov.uk ) 

The agency notifies CSC via MASH in writing, 
stating the young person’s details. 

CSC checks records to confirm if the young 
person is a care leaver and informs the referring 
agency of the outcome. 

If yes If no 

All involved agencies should consider if 
the criteria is met for a Safeguarding 
Adults Review (SAR) referral. If so, make 
a referral using SAR Referral form. 
*The consideration for the death of a care 
leaver SIN should not delay a SAR referral 
being made if the criteria for a potential 

SAR is met. 
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